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New Testament Readings for a Memorial Service at St. Bart’s 
 
Romans 8:14-19,34-35,37-39 (The glory that shall be revealed) 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,  "Abba! 
Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ--if, in fact, we suffer with him so that 
we may also be glorified with him.  
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 
Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26,35-38,42-44,53-58 (The imperishable body) 
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since 
death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human 
being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the 
first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over 
the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death.  
But someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" Fool! 
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the 
body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body 
as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.  
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. 
It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a 
physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body.  
For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 
When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then 
the saying that is written will be fulfilled:   
“Death has been swallowed up in victory." "Where, O death, is your victory?  
Where, O death, is your sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved, be 
steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, because you know that in the Lord 
your labor is not in vain.  
 
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:9 (Things that are unseen are eternal) 
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for 
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.  
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For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with 
our heavenly dwelling-- if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be found naked. For while 
we are still in this tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be 
further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this 
very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.  
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would 
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.  
So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  
 
1 John 3:1-2 (We shall be like him) 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.  
 
Revelation 7:9-17 (God will wipe away every tear) 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in 
white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying,   
"Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  
And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing,   
"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our 
God  
forever and ever! Amen."  
Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they 
who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and 
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  
They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;  
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of 
the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."  
 
Revelation 21:2-7 (Behold, I make all things new) 
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying: 
"See, the home of God is among mortals.  
He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 
he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be 
no more, for the first things have passed away."  
And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he said, 
"Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and 
they will be my children.  


